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Editor's Note 

Antonio Vivaldi ( 167 8-17 41) was a renowned composer and violin virtuoso in Venice, Italy 
during the Baroque era. A composer of numerous instrumental and vocal works, Vivaldi is 
especially revered today for his violin concertos. Born to a musical family, he was ordained a 
Roman Catholic priest and appointed in charge of music at the Conservatory of the Pieta in 
Venice in 1703. Due to ill health, he left the active service of the priesthood the following year, 
devoting all of his time to conducting, composing, performing and teaching music. 

Domine Fili unigenite is found in Vivaldi's GLORIA, his most famous choral work. 
GLORIA was probably first performed while Vivaldi was employed at the Conservatory, a 
school for orphaned and disadvantaged girls. It is assumed that male singers from the surrounding 
area of Venice were invited to sing the lower sounding parts. The choir and orchestra of the 
school were acclaimed in their day for their excellent performances. 

GLORIA is set for eight choruses, arias for a soprano and alto and a duet for two sopranos. 
It also includes instrumental parts for oboe, trumpet, strings and continuo. The very energetic 
seventh movement of the work is set to the words Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe (Lord, only 
begotten Son, Jesus Christ). 

Scored originally for S.A.T.B. voices with an accompaniment of strings and continuo, this 
new edition of Domine Fili unigenite includes a keyboard reduction of the instrumental parts as 
the accompaniment. Optional English words, a dynamic indication offorte, a tempo indication 
of J = ca. 126 and a ritardando and fermata have also been added by the editor. In addition, 
brackets have been placed over the pulsations of each hemiola. A hemiola occurs in this work 
when the note� in two measures give the feeling of three strong and slower pulses, instead of the 
usual six faster beats. The syllables of ""Jesu Christe" which sound this interesting rhythmic 
change should be emphasized in performance. 

six beats usually sounded in two measures: 
3 
4 

hemiola: three strong pulsations sounded in two measures are 3
outlined by brackets: 4 

The text should be conveyed in performance by a very rhythmic and joyous presentation, 
always emphasizing the normally stressed syllables. Accent marks are indicated over those 
syllables in the following Latin pronunciation guide. 

Latin Pronunciation Guide 

Do - mi - ne Fi - li u - ni - ge - m - te, 
Daw - mee - neh Fee - lee oo - nee - geh - nee - teh,

Je - su Chri - ste. 
Y ;h - soo Kree - steh.
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(into the Same River!) 
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Music and lyrics by Brian Tate 
based on the sayings of Heraclitus ( c. 500 BCE) 
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I said that 
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and noth - ing stays the same._ 

Ev - 'ry - thing flows__ and noth - ing stays. 
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Brian Tate is a Victoria, B .C. composer/arranger, choral 
director, vocalist, and educator. An award-winning composer 
and arranger, dozens of his choral works are published and 
his music is performed worldwide. Brian is music director 
of the Vancouver Island Chamber Choir and the Broad 
View Community Choir. He is also on the voice faculty of 
the Canadian College of the Performing Arts where he 
teaches vocal ensemble and mentors young performers and 
composers . Brian frequently gives choir workshops and is 
in demand internationally as a clinician and workshop leader. He is known 
for his teaching skills , humour, and ability to have people from all levels and 
backgrounds singing together. 

I was inspired to write this piece through a popular saying of the Greek 
philosopher Heraclitus who lived around 500 BCE. His central ideas were 
the unity of opposites and the idea that everything is in a constant state of 
change - an idea that was quite radical at the time. I first came to know of his 
work through the phrase that became the title of this work: "you can't step 
twice into the same river." Another sayings that inspired some of the lyrics of 
this work are "there is nothing permanent except change", "all things are in 
flux", "the way up and the way down are one and the same", and "the hidden 
harmony in greater than the obvious". Even though Heraclitus formed his 
philosophy long ago, I believe there is great wisdom in his words for us today. I 
hope you enjoy singing this piece! 
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